
No one can go back and make a brand new start.  

Anyone can start from now and make a brand new 

ending. 

God didn’t promise days without pain, laughter 

without sorrow, sun without rain, but He did 

promise strength for the day, comfort for the 

tears, and light for the way. 

Disappointments are like road bumps, they slow 

you down a bit but you enjoy the smooth road af-

terwards.  Don’t stay on the bumps too long.  

Move on! 

When you feel down because you didn’t get what 

you want, just sit tight and be happy, because 

God has thought of something better to give you.  

When something happens to you, good or bad, 

consider what it means. 

There’s a purpose to life’s events, to teach 

you how to laugh more or not to cry too 

hard. 

You can’t make someone love you, all you 

can do is be someone who can be loved, 

the rest is up to the person to realize your 

worth. 

It’s better to lose your pride to the one you 

love, than to lose the one you love because 

of pride. 

We spend too much time looking for the 

right person to love or finding fault with  

those we already love, when instead we 

should be perfecting the love we give. 

Never abandon an old friend. You will never 

find one who can take his place.  Friend-

ship gets better as it grows older.               
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

     I am praying you had a wonderful Christmas and that you will have a meaningful 2010. We can be thankful 

for 2009 as we look back and recognize Godôs care for us. To have a great year, two things are required, our 

attitude toward life and our relationship with Jesus Christ. These are interrelated, and our attitude, for the most 

part, is determined by our relationship to Christ. 
 

     There are many things I donôt know but there are some things I do know.  I am a Christian and I know God 

called me to be a Minister. I know He called me to minister in this place. I know one has to approach the Chris-

tian life with humility and do a great deal of praying. I know one has to set their priorities with Christ in mind. 

In fact. Paul writes that we need to have the mind of Christ, which includes being a servant.  I know when we 

commit ourselves to doing a job, we need to do it to the best of our ability. One other thing I know is that you 

canôt build a church without the commitment of the people that make up the church. 
 

     I love you because Jesus lives in our hearts and we are brothers and sisters. What I am about to say, I say 

because I love God, the church, and you. Some of you are griping and complaining and are still holding grudges 

about things that have happened in the past. You need to stop this because you are hurting the cause of Christ in 

this church and in this community. 
 

     Some of you seem to be along for the ñrideò and are not willing to commit yourself to anything involving 

the church. You expect others to serve you instead of you being a servant. Some of you take your responsibility 

for granted and are not committed to your leadership role in the church. You think if you are not here someone 

else will take your place. I wonder how this attitude would affect your relationship at your work?  When you 

say you will do something, you need  to do it with the attitude you are doing it for Christ. 
 

     All of this has to do with integrity and the promises we made to God when we became a Christian and joined 

the church. 
 

     The future for this church is bright and God is faithful. The key to this brightness is you and me being com-

mitted to Jesus Christ, determined to be the servant He has called us to be.  

 

                                                                                          I Love You, 

                                                                                           Bro. Joe 



On behalf of the Missions 

Team I want to thank EVE-

RYONE that helped make 

the Thanksgiving Basket pro-

ject a success. To those who 

graciously and generously 

donated money, those that 

helped set up Fellowship 

Hall (Youth), those that 

helped pick up the food both 

Saturday and Sunday, and to 

those that helped deliver, I 

cannot thank you enough.  

We had planned to deliver 

the baskets in the Church bus 

but when we heard that so 

many wanted to deliver, eve-

rything changed. Good news 

is, everyone had a positive 

attitude even with the last 

minute changes. Thanks to 

those who rode the bus to 

deliver. We provided 70 

thanksgiving Baskets with 10 

of those being added on Sun-

day morning.  

 

Angel Tree:  On behalf of 

the missions Team I want 

to thank everyone that 

chose an angel and pro-

vided gifts for these chil-

dren. Through your gener-

ous giving and love for 

those who have these 

needs, we were able to pro-

vide 130 angels with 

Christmas. Thank you to 

Elizabeth and Susan for 

coordinating this project. 
 

Meetings: 
 

The Missions Team will 

meet on January 3rd at 3:00 

pm. 
 

The team that plans to go 

on the Mission Trip to the 

Dominican Republic and 

anyone else that is inter-

ested, please attend an in-

formational and organiza-

tional meeting on Sunday, 

January 3rd at 4:30 pm. 

 

Prison MinistryðDonations 

are being accepted for bibles/

reading glasses for the Prison 

Ministry.  There is a box in 

front of the church office to 

place these items.  Bibles 

p u r c h a s e d  t h r o u g h 

www.holmanbibleoutreach. 

org, they will match, or the 

Bibles can be purchased at 

the Dollar Store. 

 

THANK YOU  

 

The congregation truly 

stepped up throughout 2009 

and gave hope to those 

throughout the world. May 

God add a blessing to each of 

you for what you have done. 

 

             In Him, 

 

             Jo Ann Lynch 

OUR MISSION TEAM AT WORK! 

Mountain TOP 2010 

Now that the year is new, itôs time to start planning vacations. How about a vacation with a purpose?  

Mountain TOP has just the opportunity for you! Below is a list of the current events scheduled with the 

cost if available. Hope to see you on the Mountain! 

 

Friends WeekendðMarch 3-7, Cost is $175 for the entire time, however itôs come and go as you are 

able. This is a time to work on the camp facilities, no formal night programming, housing will be at Camp 

Cumberland Pines. 

 

Family WeekendðApril 16-18, Cost TBA. This is the perfect opportunity to bring the whole family and 

work together with other families. Housing is at Camp Cumberland Pines. 

 

AIM Summer Weeks - cost $425, housing at Beersheba Springs Assembly 

                    June 13-19, Major Home Repair and Kaleidoscope 

         June 27-July 3, Major Home Repair and Summer Plus 

 

AIM Fall Weekendðcost $200, housing at Camp Cumberland Pines, Major Home Repair only. 

 

  Sept. 30-Oct. 3 

  Oct. 7-10 

  Oct 14-17 

  Oct 21-24 

  Oct. 28-31 

 

Applications and more information are available online at Mountain-top.org and on the bulletin board 

across from the church office or contact Jan Schilling at 459-7443.  
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THANKS TO OUR FLORAL COMMITTEE 

ñ...Godôs spirit shines through in people like you.ò 

 
ñThanks so much for the food provided to the ER staff on Thanksgiving. It was greatly appreciatedò 

 

ñThank you all for all the food that was brought to StoneCrest Medical Center.ò 

 

ñMy family enjoyed the wonderful Thanksgiving dinner that yaôll provided for us.ò 

 

ñWe are so thankful for the Thanksgiving basket.  It helped us so much. It came when we didnôt know 

what we were going to do.  I hope to see you one of these days. The Lord works in mysterious ways.  It 

was so nice.ò 

 

ñThank you so much for the monetary gift you gave our family this Christmas. Things are going fine 

for us. I have gotten steady substituting jobs and I have even sold 2 of my paintings. Have a blessed 

Christmas season!ò 

 

ñRegina and I cannot begin to thank you for all of your kindness during my illness and, most recently, 

Johnnyôs death. All of your many prayers, visits, food, and phone calls are what have sustained us 

these part few months. We are very blessed to have such a special church family. Your thoughtfulness 

means more than youôll ever know.ò    Tillie Hager and Family 

 

 

 

 

 

ñEvery year Advent becomes larger and we are blessed with all the help we receive from members.  I 

would like to recognize these committee members and assistants.  I would like to thank them for all the 

hard work they put in on decorating the church during Advent.  Buddy and I could not achieve the 

perfection that you see in the sanctuary without their help.ò 

    

                                                                               Gloria Witherow, Floral Chair  

 

Committee Members:  Margie Crosslin, Jewel Johns, Susanne Kennedy, Suzanne Williams 

 

Assistants:  Robert Kennedy, Eddie Crosslin, Frankie Crosslin, Johnny Crosslin,  Buddy Witheros 

(it takes 6 men to move the Chrismon tree, plus all the others) 

 

 Debbie Jones, Marian Crosslin, Julie Kennedy 

 

Josh Coon, Tom Huebel, Kelsie JonesðPoinsettia Tree stands and tables 

Nita and Tom WrightðAdvent Candle, special ladder 

Beverly Vaughnðfor all the extra cleaning during Advent 

Sandra Phelpsðfor writing our brochures, poinsettias list. 

 

Thank you to the ones who watered the poinsettias:  Nicole Takayama, Gary and Jeanne McDonald 

and family, and  Suzanne Williams, Chloe and Samantha 

Giving Thanks... 

UMW NEWS 

SUNSHINE CIRCLE 

CHILI SUPPER  

JANUARY 24TH  

 

Tired of holiday food? Suffering football withdrawal?  Then come eat chili and support local mis-

sions for women and children. 

 

The cost is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for children 10 and under for all you can eat chili and trim-

mings.  Hot dogs will be available for children. Come join us for food and fellowship 



 

W. O. W.  ( W hatõs On W ednesdays!)  
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On Wednesday, January 13th, we will resume 

our mid-week programs for the winter and 

spring time. There are two classes for chil-

dren, a worship/interactive Bible study for 

youth, and five classes for adults offered 

from 6:30-7:30 pm.  Make sure to mark your 

preference of classes in the sign-up slip and 

make an intentional effort to invite your fam-

ily, friends, neighbors and co-workers to join 

you for a time of spiritual nurture and en-

richment. Childcare is provided for children 

under the age of three. If you have sugges-

tions for a particular study (short-term or 

long-term) or if you wish to lead a group, 

please talk to our Minister of Christian Edu-

cation and Spiritual Formation, Felicia 

Kumar. She can be reached at 459-2826,  or 

by email: felicia.kumar@smyrnafirstumc.org. 

W.O.W. for Children 
      

Parents, bring your kids for a time of fun-filled 

Bible lessons that are both developmentally and 

spiritually appropriate.  Then head on to your 

classes to be renewed spiritually!     

 

W. 0. W. FOR YOUTH 
 

YOUTH INVASION:  A Wednesday evening time of 

worship, fellowship, and interactive Bible Study (and 

goofing off).  This time is for 7th grade through senior 

high students.  We gather in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 

p.m.  All youth are welcome to come by to experience 

this time of spiritual and social renewal.  For more 

information, call Matthew Johnson, Youth Director, at 

615/459-2826. 

 

ADULT STUDY  
  

James Dickens, Room 303 

Bible Prophecy 

The overall goal for this class is to make us aware 

of prophecy and to show how God keeps His 

promises.  During the Winter session we will be 

focusing and learning in-depth about Rapture.  

Please feel free to join this class. 
 

Joe Elliott, Room 309 

ñThree Simple Rules:  A Conversation with 

Rueben Job 

A 5-week DVD based study will be offered on the 

best-selling book, Three Simple Rules, with au-

thor Rueben P. Job in five conversations designed 

for all. A presentation of John Wesleyôs General 

Rules, Three Simple RulesðDo No Harm, Do 

Good, & Stay in Love With God invites us all into  

a more faithful way of living as disciples of  Jesus 

Christ. The three rules are simple, easily understood 

but is it possible to practice it? How is the road we 

travel to this way of living? Is the way easy? Only 

those with great courage will attempt it, and only 

those with great faith will be able to walk this excit-

ing and demanding way. Are we ready to make this 

high and holy choice in our daily living? Join the 

class for the challenge and be strengthened to imple-

ment the three simple rules that will lead to eternity! 
 

John Michael Jones, Chapel 

We will begin a 9-session class on Soul Praying.  

Sessions include 7 types of praying people, soul 

praying communication, practicing Godôs presence, 

praising the Lord constantly, the eternal triangle of 

prayer, believing the Lord completely, new concepts 

for your prayer life, learning to wait upon God, and 

how to become a God magnifier. 

 

Moses Kumar, Room 308 

What is Bible Anyway? Part 2 

The Bible proves God is intimately involved in, fa-

miliar with, and concerned about the lives of people. 

His amazing love is shown in the death of His Son, 

Jesus Christ, on the cross. These truths are found in 

the pages of Scriptures. The only way to find this out 

is by prayerfully reading and reflecting on the Word 

of God. This class has completed studying together 

the books of the Old Testament. As the new Year 

begins, the class will focus in the study of the New 

Testament.  Even if you were unable to be a part of 

the Old Testament sessions, you can join the class as 

we explore the hidden truths of the books of the New 

Testament. 

Late Bloomers (Wednesday night, Room 305) and 

Morning Glories (Friday morning, FH) Bible 

Study groups will be studying Wising Up:  Applying 

the Wisdom of Proverbs of Daily Life by Cheryl A. 

Kirk-Duggan.  This is part of the Sisters Bible Study 

for Women.  This is a six week study which will 

bring to life the wisdom of Proverbs. We will con-

sider positive virtues such as discernment, respect 

and generosity; and edgier, more challenging 

themes, such as seduction, arrogance and greed. 

Each meeting will include a video in which the au-

thor discusses the weekôs topic with a group she 

leads, followed by discussion in our group. Wising 

Up will help you reflect on your own life, in rela-

tionship with your Sisters, with your friends and 

family, and with God. Call or email Nita Wright, 

(nita_wright@bellsouth.net or 459-9279) for further 

information.   

 

W.O.W. CLASSES SIGN-UP 

NAME_______________________________CONTACT NUMBER____________________EMAIL___________________________ 

 

Sign me/us up for the follow class(es):            Σ     Bible Prophecy            Σ    Soul Praying              Σ   Three Simple Rules 

                                                                          Σ     What is Bible Anyway?                                  Σ   Wising Up 

 

My/Our children will be attending the age appropriate programs:          Child:___________________Age:________________ 

Child:_____________________Age:__________________              Child:___________________Age:________________ 



ADULT BIBLE STUDY CLASSES FAITH FACTORYñSunday School for Children 
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Teachers for January 
Creation Station (Art)  Room 311  

 Mary Lou Haynes  
Factory Films (Movie Room) Room 316  

 Kim Picklesimer  
Energy Industry (Games) Room 102  

 Sharon Dickens  
UC Productions (Drama) Room 312  

 Cathy Smith  
Data Warehouse (Computer) Room 314 

Dave Coulson, Lynn Ray&  Steve Cashion  
 

Shepherds for January  
 

Kindergarten/1st Grade ñCindy Roe  
2nd GradeñLinda Buchholz  

3rd GradeñHolly Nelson  
4, 5, & 6th GradesñKelli King  

 

Check your church bulletin each week  

for a rotation schedule for each grade . 

Sunday Mornings, 10:00 AM 

 

Couples (Tom Wright)            Room 308 

Cross Workers (Craig Smith    Room 310 

Fellowship & Willing 

                Workers (Sarah Pickel) Room 201 

Happy Christians (Neil Rogers Room 205 

                         &  Steve Cashion) 

Motley Christians (Glen Page) Room 303 

Pairs & Spares (Mike Ashworth)         

     Room 307 

Searchers (Joe Elliott)  Room 207 

The Gathering (Skylor Morgan) Room 305 

Young Adult    (Jay Huff) Room 309 

Young Men  (David Raulston) Room 203 

Youth   (Matthew Johnson)Rooms 315-317        

Women In Need of Godôs 

          Strength (Michele Martin) Room 306 

Christian Education... 

CHILDRENôS CHURCH JANUARY SCHEDULE 
A great big THANKS to all who continue to help in Childrenôs Church. 

 

                               8:30 am                                                      11:00 am 

  Jan. 3rd Cindy Roe & Kayla Roe   Cindy Page & Leslie Smith 

 Jan. 10th Pam Faulkner & Elizabeth Henderson Jenny DeHart & Ruthie Vaughan 

 Jan. 17th Marian Crosslin & Patti Clark  Scott Buchholz & Moses Kumar 

 Jan 24th Lucy Smith & Jessica Henderson  Mark, Gina Sanders & Mary Ellen Pitts 

 Jan. 31st Jackie Berger & Jansen Berger  Jonathan & Heather Kirby 

 

Contact Felicia Kumar if you have a heart to minister to children, 459-2826. 

NEWS FROM OUR PRESCHOOL 

MISSIONS: 

 

Stuff Our Turkeyðwe collected 85 cans for the Food Bank on our annual Can Food Drive. 

 

Mitten Treeð40 mittens and 23 hats were collected for the Clothes Closet. 

 

Preschool Family in Needðreceived Target gift cards, Walmart gift cards, Toys and Clothing from pre-

school families, church families and town of Smyrna employees. All was very appreciated (through many 

tears) by the family. The Preschool staff has received a huge Christmas Blessing because of everyone's gener-

osity.  Thank you on behalf of the family. 

 

Mrs. Sheila & Mrs. Frankie, 

ñI donôt even know where to begin, so I will start with a huge thank you and God Bless you 

both. Because of you, the church, the school, and the town of Smyrna, my family is truly going 

to have a magical Christmas and fresh start. You all have helped lift the bricks off our chest 

and end the frequent ñmoments in the closet.ò I am so anxious to wake up Christmas morning 

and see the joy in the kids faces to know ñSantaò comes even through devastation. I love each 

and everyone of you and you will always remain in our hearts. Thank you so much.ò 

 
 

Our preschooler whose father had a heart attack and triple bypass surgery out of state during Thanksgiving has 

returned.  Praise God! 

 

Angel Treeðgifts for 4 angels were donated 



Count Your Blessings 

Page 6 Smyrna First 

òI KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU SAYS THE LORD, PLANS FOR YOUR WEL-

FARE AND NOT FOR HARM; TO GIVE YOU A FUTURE WITH HOPE.ó                           

JEREMIAH 29:11  
 

DEAR FRIENDS,  
 

Greetings in Christõs name!  As we enter another new year we want to make sure that things 

are going to be fine and all right.  Perhaps, right now we are overwhelmed with too many 

things in our lives such as new year resolutions, bills to be paid after Christmas purchases, 

changes at work place, commitment at school, dealing with relationships and maintaining a 

healthy lifestyle, so on and so forth.  In the midst of all the uncertainties that we face, we 

need to be reassured that God is with us, that with Godõs strength we will carry on and that 

there are better days ahead!  
 

I am sure you are all familiar with the hymn:  

òCount Your blessings name them one by one 

  Count your blessings see what God has done  

  Count your blessings, name them one by one,  

     And it will surprise you what the Lord has doneó! 

 

As we enter another new year, is there a better time to count our blessings?  Just take a few 

moments as you move into the New Year to recall what you have accomplished with Godõs help 

in the year 2009.  Perhaps, you may have lost a loved one.  Maybe you lost your job in an unex-

pected manner.  Perhaps, it was a broken relationship or a great financial loss.  Or it could be 

that you were promoted in your job or moved into a new house!  Perhaps, you were engaged or 

married.  Whatever the circumstances, we have all experienced and lived through various 

emotions and seasons in our lives.  In all of our moments of joy and sadness, God was with us!  
 

Remember the popular story of òFootprints ó?  Once a man had a dream and was walking along 
the beach with the Lord.  Across the sky flashed various scenes of his life.  In each scene he 

noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, one belonging to the man and the other to the 

Lord.  He noticed that many times along the path there were only one set of footprints during 

the lowest and saddest times of his life.  This really bothered the man.  So, he wondered and 

asked the Lord that he did not understand why when he needed Him the most He would leave 

him?  To this the Lord replied òMy precious child, the times when you saw only one set of 

footprints was when I carried you in my arms.ó   
 

Perhaps, we have felt the same way in the year 2009.  And who knows what God has in store 

for us in the year 2010.  But, one thing is certain: the Lord has promised never to leave us nor 

forsake us, for He who has promised is faithful.  The Lord who was with Mary and Joseph will 

continue to be our Emmanuel, GOD -WITH -US!  Certainly, God will lead and guide us as we take 

one day at a time, stop and listen to His still small voice and then proceed to do His will.  As 

the Apostle Paul has said, let us forget those things that are behind, reach for those things 

that are before, and press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus (Philippians 3:13 -14).  May we all experience a blessed and a peaceful New Year 2010!  

Thanks be to God!  

 

Peace, 
 

Felicia Kumar 
 

 

 

 

    



 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT  
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From the Finance Team 

 

Below is a comparison of the 2009 SFUMC income (giving) versus budget and expenses through Nov.  If 

giving remains the same we should end the year $44,250 under the planned budget (graph #2).   Although 

this was a difficult year for the economy and our Church, we have been able to reduce our expenses while 

you, the Congregation, have stepped up your giving the last 4 months.   This has allowed us to replenish 

our checking and savings accounts and will allow us to catch up on most of our apportionments before the 

end of the year.  We appreciate all your financial support to SFUMC.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the ladies  of the church for fun, fellowship, and food as we meet for 
lunch at OôCharleys Restaurant in Smyrna at 11:00 am on Thursday, January 
21st. Please call Elizabeth Hickerson at 355-4646 to make a reservation. 
 

The ñRock Pushers ò menôs group meets for lunch every Friday at 11:30 am. 
 Check the web site for location each week. 
 
                Join us for a great time and great fellowship!  

Month

Cumulative

Income 2009

Cumulative

Budget 2009

Monthly

Income 2009

Monthly

Expenses 2009

Jan 53,903$         56,257$             53,903$         54,159$             

Feb 112,432$       112,514$          58,529$         63,896$             

Mar 170,233$       168,771$          57,801$         59,362$             

Apr 223,504$       225,028$          53,271$         51,256$             

May 283,092$       281,285$          59,588$         49,404$             

Jun 323,932$       337,542$          40,840$         50,685$             

Jul 364,106$       393,799$          40,174$         59,180$             

Aug 419,214$       450,056$          55,108$         38,438$             

Sep 470,552$       506,313$          51,338$         42,301$             

Oct 524,412$       562,570$          53,860$         44,130$             

Nov 582,308$       618,827$          57,896$         45,897$             

Dec 630,834$       675,084$          48,526$         
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Please Remember In Your Prayers  
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ñAre any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anoint-

ing them with oil in the name of the Lord.ò  James 5:14 
 

IN THE HOSPITAL  
 

 
 

ELDERLY CARE FOCUS  

Mary Emma Graves, Ida Mae Campbell 
 

 

HOMEBOUND  

 
 

ADDITIONS TO PRAYER LIST  

Georgette Witherow,  Jimmy Duggin 
 

 

 

 

ONGOING PRAYER LIST  

Richard Sullivan; Barbara Pierceôs mother, Oma Hensley; Mary S. Crawfrod; Cynthia Pageôs brother-in-law, Danny Acey; 

Couch Family; Justin Parish Family; Dianne Mason; Derwin Brownlow; Frankie Cashionsô Father, Frank Current; Bobby 

Smith; Flora King; Debbie Batts; Frances Binkley; Faye Jones; David Jordan; Ian Miller & Family;  Sue Moosekian; 

Bobby Lowell;  Marian Ipock; Marie Carney; Georgette Norman; Jerry Baggett; Tanner Stallins; Tillie Hager; Rusty 

Fishôs Mom, Maggie;    Suzanne LeBeauôs brother-in-law, Barry; Gary and Mary Kay Dempseyôs granddaughter-Charlotte 

Bynum; Dorris Waldron  and her father-Herschel Wray; Geri Mannôs mother-Burma Peeler; Jo Ann Lynchôs Family; De-

nise Sawyerôs aunt and uncle-Jean & Richard DiPersio; Jane Barsczôs mother; Doug Haynesô brother-Tracy Haynes; Vera 

Harrisô daughter-in-law-Cathy Harris; Sissy Motleyôs mother-Emogene Gregory; Linda Brendle;  Laurel Bouchardôs 

mother-Grace Lewis; Larry Coleman; Tom Morris; Shiela Hayesô mother-Edith Bayless and her brother, Mark; Linda 

Powellôs mother-Frances Page;  former UMC Pastor Gerald Noffsinger; Our Military Men and Women 

Please help us keep our prayer list current by letting the church office know  

when someone has improved and can be removed from the list.  

Check your weekly church bulletin for additions/changes 

to this prayer list. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO : 
Mary Darlene Crawford    1/1 

Jeff Lopp 1/1 

Frankie Crosslin 1/3 

Charles Huggins 1/3 

Debbie Jones 1/3 

Burt Wilson 1/4 

Debbie Wilson 1/4 

Regenia Moore 1/5 

Courtney Ross 1/5 

Linda Brendle 1/6 

Jake Saucedo 1/7 

Lisa Caldwell 1/9 

Jamie Cashion 1/9 

Faye Jones 1/9 

Ed Vaughn 1/9 

Caroline Sweeney 1/10 

Richard Oglesby 1/11 

Gwen Coulson 1/13 

Chloe Williams 1/13 

Harrison Clark 1/14 

Aidan Johnson 1/15 

Dot Holland 1/16 

Dub Raborn 1/17 

Charles King 1/18 

Jeana Smythia 1/18 

Marie Born 1/20 

Raegan Faught 1/21 

Ben Sanders 1/21 

Joe Elliott        1/22 

Johnny Crosslin       1/23 

John Ryan Kirby       1/23 

Darlene Trent        1/24 

Abbey Rogers        1/25 

Norma Jean Hawk       1/26 

Robert Honey        1/26 

Michael Murphy       1/26 

Corliss Nelson        1/26 

Timothy Jones        1/28 

Shannon Hamm       1/29 

Tom Wright        1/29 

Randy Burrum        1/30 

Patti Clark        1/30 

Cole Faulkner        1/30 

Stephanie Picklesimer       1/30 

Cathy Burke        1/31 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO : 

Tim & Donna Sweeney  1/1 

Ed & Cheryl Vaughn  1/6 

Richard & Amanda Oglesby 1/11 

Tim & Lisa Caldwell  1/14 

David & Jenny Wills  1/16 

Jonathan & Heather Kirby 1/22 

Carol & Lawrence Smith 1/23 

Corliss & Donna Nelson 1/26  

GRIEF RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP 

your journey from 
mourning 

to joy 
 

Find com f or t  and care t o help you  
heal f rom  your  loss.  

 

GriefShare  is a special weekly seminar/support group for people grieving the death of 
someone close. Itõs a place where you can be around people who understand how you feel 
and the pain of your loss.  At Griefshare , youõll learn valuable information that will help 
you through this difficult time in your life.  
 
Gaylia Jones will be leading a 13 -week support group beginning in mid January.  Please 
call the church office, 459 -2826, to enroll.  



MARRIAGE & FAMILY SEMINAR  
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                            Saturday, February 27, 2010 (10:00 amð3:00 pm) 

            ñWhat God has joined together, let no one separate.ò  Matthew 19:6 
 

              When average isnôt good enoughéé..Working toward a soul mate marriage!! 
 

This event is designed for engaged couples, newly wedded, couples who have been 

married for a few years to those who have celebrated their married life for over fifty, 

sixty or even seventy some years. The seminar focuses on moving your marriage to a 

greater intimacy and satisfaction. The facilitators of this seminar are Drs. Peter & Carol 

Schreck, professors at Palmer Theological Seminary, Pennsylvania, who have 30 years 

of experience in the field of Marriage and Family systems. The cost for the seminar is 

$30.00 per couple. Nursery & child care will be provided.  Please make checks payable 

to ñSFUMCò, designating it to Marriage & Family Seminar. When mailing your regis-

tration, please send to attention Sandra.  If you have any questions, please call Felicia 

Kumar at 459-2826, ext. 13 or email felicia.kumar@smyrnafirstumc.org. 

 

MEET THE SCHRECKS  
 

For the past 30 years Carol and Peter Schreck have been on the faculty of Palmer Theological Semi-

nary (formerly known as Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary) and Eastern University.  Their major 

teaching responsibilities have been in the Seminaryôs Doctor of Ministry program in Ministry to Mar-

riage and Family, and Peter has been the programôs academic director for the past seven years.  In ad-

dition to their work as seminary faculty, they are co-directors of Kairos Counseling Services, where 

each also maintains a part-time practice in marriage and family counseling. 
 

The Schrecks frequently serve as speakers at conferences and workshop leaders for churches, profes-

sional organizations, and other interest groups, on topics related to marriage and family.  Though pri-

marily involved in ministry within the US, they have taught at seminaries in Switzerland, Russia and 

Nigeria.  Trained as PAIRS (Practical Application of Intimate Relationship Skills) teachers, they 

regularly offer this psycho-educational marriage training course for couples to seminary students and 

church groups. 
 

Carol received her graduate training in counseling at Azusa Pacific University (M.A.) and Eastern 

Baptist Theological Seminary (D.Min); Peter completed theological studies at Gordon-Conwell Semi-

nary (M.Div.) and Princeton Seminary (Th.M.) and received a clinical psychology degree at Fuller 

Graduate School of Psychology (Ph.D.).  Both are licensed Marriage and Family Therapists, with 

Carol also being certified as an AAMFT clinical supervisor. 
 

Ordained as an ABC (American Baptist Church) minister, Peter has served as pastor to congregations 

in Massachusetts and California.  Carol is an ordained elder in the PCUSA (Presbyterian Church of 

USA).   She and Peter attend Wayne Presbyterian Church. 
 

Married for 44 years, the Schrecks have two adult children and four grandchildren. 

Thank you for the support to John Colemon School by providing refreshments for the 75 teachers and 

staff and the 45 School Choir members following their performance at the school on December 16th. 

We introduced Bro. Joe, Heather, Tommy and Jo Ann Lynch and Sherrill Pitts to Principal Dr. Phil-

lips and his office staff.  Contributing to our successful outreach were: 

1.  Bro. Joe Elliott 2.  Heather Blackburn  3.  Sandra Phelps        4.  Nita Wright 

5.  Laurel Bouchardðdonated a 42-cup coffee pot to the school 

6.  Tommy and Jo Ann Lynch 7.  Malinda Lester 8.  Sherrill Pitts 

JOHN COLEMON SCHOOL  

MARRIAGE & FAMILY SEMINAR  

REGISTRATION FORM  

NAME:__________________________________________________  PHONE:______________________________________ 

                                               

                                            Σ   A check/cash for $30.00 is included with this registration form. 

 

I will need nursery/child care for the following ages: 

                                Σ   Nursery (through 2 years)  Σ  Ages 3-5  Σ  Grades 1-6 



EMMAUS REUNION GROUP  
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òSweet Hour of Prayer! Sweet Hour of Prayer! 

That calls me from a world of care,  

And bids me at my Fatherõs throne 

Make all my wants and wishes known. 

In seasons of distress and grief,  

My soul has often found relief,  

And oft escaped the tempterõs snare 

By thy return, Sweet Hour of Prayer!  

Everyone is urged and encouraged to be a part of one of the three Prayer Groups that 

will begin in January, 2010.  Thereõs an early morning prayer time on Tuesday  from 7:15

-7:45; then thereõs a late morning prayer time on Friday  from 11:00 -11:45 am.  Then for 

those who cannot attend the day time prayer groups, thereõs an evening prayer time on 

Tuesday  from 6:30 -7:15 pm.  If you would like to be a part of one of these groups, 

please email Felicia Kumar at felicia.kumar@smyrnafirstumc.org or call her at 459 -

2826, extension 13.  Indeed, we believe in the power of prayer. Prayer groups will begin 

on Tuesday, January 12, 2010 . Please make a prayerful commitment to join a prayer 

group! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

 
Eric & Karen Clark    Bill & Diane Bergstraesser 

Harrison & Taylor    Box 484 

5777 Lee Rd.    La Vergne, TN  37086 

Smyrna, TN  37167 

PRAYER MINISTRY  

The Mission Team would like to thank all who participated in our 2009 Angel Tree campaign.  

Over 115 families and individuals, as well as Brownie Troop 1552 and the Sunshine Circle 

enabled our church to provide Christmas for 138 foster children of Rutherford County. 

The 3rd Friday of every month the Emmaus Reunion Group will meet at 6:30 pm 

at homes on a rotation list.  Child care will be provided at the church.   
 

The January meeting will take place on the 15th at Linda Powellôs home.   
 

For further information about the meetings and their locations, please call either 

Pam Faulkner, 459-2350, or Nita Wright.  



January 3  Communion Sunday 

 8:30 AM - Contemporary Worship 

 9:30 AM - Fellowship Time 

10:00 AM - Sunday School 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship 

  3:00 PM - Mission Team Meeting 

  4:30 PM - Team Dominican Republic 

                   Meeting 

January 10     

 8:30 AM - Contemporary Worship 

 9:30 AM - Fellowship Time 

10:00 AM - Sunday School 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship 

  5:30 PM - Crossfire Parent Mtg. 

 

January 17 Childrenõs Mission          

        Offering 

 8:30 AM - Contemporary Worship 

 9:30 AM - Fellowship Time 

10:00 AM - Sunday School 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship 

  1:30 PM - Education Team Mtg.  

  4:30 PM - Children’s Choirs 

  5:30 PM - Crossfire 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
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   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

    1  

 
 
         Church Office Closed 

2  12:00-6:00 pm 

        Birthday Party (FH) 
4:00 Sevier/Minchey  
           Wedding 

3      

    See Schedule    
    Of Events 

4 5  6   
        W.O.W. Classes 
             Dismissed 

7  8    9  
 

10  
             

  See Schedule            
   of  Events     

11 
 
 
 

127:15-7:45 AM 

       Prayer Group 
6:00 pm Sisters In Mission 
6:30 Bldg Committee 
6:30-7:15 Prayer Group 

13 W.O.W. 
 6:30 Classes           
6:30 Hand bells 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal  

 

14     
 
 
 

1510:00 Ladies Bible Study 

            
11:00 Prayer Group 
11:30 Rock Pushers 
6:30 pm Emmaus Reunion 

16 
     
Youth Girls Chrysalis 
Flightðthru 18th 

17 
  See  Schedule           
     Of Events         
 

18 MLK Day 
     Church Office 
          Closed 
          

197:15ð7:45 AM 

        Prayer Group 
 
6:00 pm Sisters in Mission 
6:30ð7:15 Prayer Group       

20 W.O.W. 
 6:30 Classes           
 6:30 Hand bells 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal  

21 11:00 am Ladies 
             Lunch Bunch 
     
  

22 10:00 Ladies Bible Study 

             
11:00-11:45 Prayer Group 
11:30 Rock Pushers 

  

23 
 

24 

                 

 See Schedule                            
    Of Events 

25 
 
 
6:30 Laity/St. Marks 

267:15ð7:45 AM 

         Prayer Group 
6:00 Sisters in Mission 
6:30-7:15 Prayer Group 

27 W.O.W. 
 6:30 Classes           
 6:30 Hand bells 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal  

28    
 

29 10:00 Ladies Bible Study 
                             
11:00-11:45 Prayer Group 
11:30 Rock Pushers  
 
 -Warmth in Winter Youth 

 30 

UMW District Leadership 
Training-Manchester 
 
 
 

Renewal- 

31 
See Schedule                            
    Of Events 
 

      

  

The Deadline for the February 

Newsletter is January 20, 2010. 

2010 

January 24 

 8:30 AM - Contemporary Worship 

 9:30 AM - Fellowship Time 

10:00 AM - Sunday School 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship 

  1:30 PM—Shepherds School 

                    Telahoma Church 

  4:30 PM - Children’s Choirs 

  5:30 PM -  Crossfire 

  5:30 PM -  Sunshine Circle Chili 

                  Supper Fundraiser 

January 31 

  8:30 AM - Contemporary Worship 

  9:30 AM - Fellowship Time 

10:00 AM - Sunday School 

11:00 AM - Traditional Worship 

  4:30 PM - Children’s Choirs 

  5:30 PM - Crossfire 

2010 

FELLOWSHIP TIME  

REFRESHMENT SCHEDULE  

 

January 3rd Pairs/Spares & 

                              Fellowship 

 

January 10th Crossworkers 

 

January 17th Young Adults 

 

January 24th Motley Christians 

 

January 31st Wings & Searchers 



Phone: 615-459-2826          Fax: 615-459-0825        Preschoo l: 615-459-2844  

Smyrna First United Methodist Church 

Weõre on the Web: 

www.smyrnafirstumc.org 
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Smyrna, TN  37167 

Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage Paid 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The January, 2010 Newsletter  

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

STAFF 

Senior Pastorééééééééé..éé.é.é.é.Dr. John Michael Jones, Clergy Elder 

Associate Pastoréééééé...ééé...é.é...é...éé.Rev. Joe Elliott, Clergy Elder 

Minister of Christian Education & Spiritual Formation, Rev. Felicia Kumar, Clergy Elder 

Youth Director.éééééééééé...éé...éé.éééééé...Matthew Johnson 

Director of Musicééééééééé...éééé..é..ééé.éé.Heather Blackburn 

Office Managerééééé...éééééééé.ééé..éééééé..Sandra Phelps 

Organistééééééé...ééééééééé..éé..é.ééééé...Bobby Medlen 

Pianistéééééééé...éééééééé..ééé...éééééé..Gus Blackburn 

Financial Secretaryééé...éééééééé..ééééééééééé...Kelly Ginn 

Directors of Preschoolééééééé...é..ééé...Frankie Cashion and Sheila Upham 

Nursery Coordinatorééééééé...é..é..ééééééééééé...Ginger Davis 

Custodianéééééééééééé...éé...ééééééééé..Beverly Vaughan 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8:30 AM 

Contemporary Worship 

Service 
 

9:30 AM 

Fellowship Time 
 

10:00 AM 

Sunday School 
 

11:00 AM 

Traditional Worship 

Service 

          Morning                   Evening 

 

    1st Gen. 1,2  Matt. 1    

    2nd  Gen 3, 4, 5  Matt. 2 

    3rd  Gen. 6, 7, 8  Matt. 3 

    4th  Gen. 9, 10, 11  Matt. 4 

    5th  Gen. 12, 13, 14 Matt. 5:1-26 

    6th   Gen. 15, 16, 17 Matt. 5:27-48 

    7th  Gen. 18, 19  Matt. 6 

    8th  Gen. 20, 21, 22 Matt. 7 

    9th  Gen. 23, 24  Matt. 8 

   10th   Gen. 25, 26  Matt. 9:1-17 

   11th  Gen. 27, 28  Matt. 9:18-38  

   12th  Gen. 29, 30  Matt. 10:1-23 

   13th  Gen. 31, 32  Matt. 10:24-42 

   14th  Gen. 33, 34, 35 Matt. 11 

   15th  Gen. 36, 37  Matt. 12:1-21 

   16th  Gen. 38, 39, 40 Matt. 12:22-50 

               Morning          Evening 

   

   17th Gen. 41  Matt. 13:1-32   

   18th Gen. 42, 43  Matt. 13:33-58 

   19th   Gen. 44, 45  Matt. 14: 1-21 

   20th Gen. 46, 47, 48  Matt. 14:22-36 

   21st Gen. 49, 50  Matt. 15:1-20 

   22nd  Exod. 1, 2, 3  Matt. 15:21-39 

   23rd  Exod. 4, 5, 6  Matt. 16 

   24th  Exod. 7, 8  Matt. 17 

   25th  Exod. 9, 10  Matt. 18:1-20 

   26th  Exod. 11, 12  Matt. 18:21-35 

   27th  Exod. 13, 14, 15 Matt. 19:1-15 

   28th  Exod. 16, 17, 18 Matt. 19:16-30 

   29th   Exod. 19, 20, 21 Matt. 20:1-16 

   30th  Exod. 22, 23, 24 Matt. 20:17-34 

   31st    Exod. 25, 26  Matt. 21:1-22 

        

Scripture Readings for January, 2010 

Sent With a Prayer 


